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Three centuries past,
in an ageless era

born of fire and smoke,
a Christian cross
and a Spanish sword
flamed across the wild lands
north of the Rio Grande.
—A. McGraw

In the footsteps of Davy Crockett:

El Camino Real
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I      
t was called El Camino Real. 
It’s the oldest road in Texas 
and for nearly three centuries, 
it was the road. Stephen F. 

Austin used the road when he brought Anglo 
immigrants into Mexican Texas from the 
United States and Davy Crockett traveled the 
road to his fi nal stand at the Alamo in San 
Antonio. On this road trip, I’m following the 
footsteps of Davy Crockett on his historic 
journey.

El Camino Real
Article by Bill Keese

Photographs by Bill Keese 
& Valerie Asensio
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 The turn onto OSR in Midway off SH 21. While 
SH 21 approximates El Camino Real, the OSR 
follows the exact path of the historic road.

 SH 21—El Camino Real is a motorcyclist’s delight  Dogs dig puddles. This o   ne’s in Bastrop right off ECR

Three centuries past, in an ageless era

THE OLDEST ROAD IN TEXAS

El Camino Real, or the San Antonio Road as 
it was also known, was the lifeline into Texas 

bringing the early pioneers, known as Texians, into this 
virgin land. The settlers came with dreams of a better 
life in a land rich with opportunity. They also came 
with bold new ideas combined with a bold frontier 
spirit seasoned with a passion for independence. 
The histories of the Camino Real and of Texas are so 
intertwined that they are inseparable. Without the 
Camino Real, there would have been no large influx of 
Anglo settlers, no Alamo, no Goliad, no San Jacinto, 
and possibly no Texas. The story of Texas starts with 
this road. Quite simply, the Camino Real shaped the 
destiny of the land that became Texas. 

Before the arrival of Indians, French, Spanish, or 
Americans, the road was there. The trail was likely first 
forged by migrating buffalo then later used by Indians 
trailing the buffalo.  

El Camino Real was never really one road, but 
a series of East-West trails stretching over a distance 
of a thousand miles. The road originated deep in 
the interior of Mexico and headed in a northeasterly 
direction across the Rio Grande and onward to San 
Antonio. From there, the serpentine trail meandered 
eastward through present-day Bastrop, Crockett, Alto, 
Nacogdoches, San Augustine, and Milam. Crossing 
the Sabine River at Pendleton’s crossing, the road’s 
eastern terminus was in Natchitoches, Louisiana. 

Today, State Highway 21 closely follows the 
original El Camino Real. It is an excellent highway: 
well-paved, fabulous scenery, quaint towns, and lots of 
history along the way. I decided to begin my journey 

in Natchitoches, Louisiana. I wanted to follow the same 
route that Davy Crockett took over 150 years ago on 
his way to the Alamo. 

IT BEGINS: NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA

I spent my first night in Natchitoches, which is 
pronounced Nack-a-tish, a Natchitoches Indian 

word meaning Place of the Paw-Paw, or Chinquapin, if 
that is of any help. It’s the oldest permanent settlement 
in Louisiana, founded in 1714 to promote trade with the 
local Indians and the Spanish in Mexico.  Natchitoches 
played a major role in the history of both Texas and 
Louisiana. The entire Historic District of Natchitoches 
has been designated a National Historic Landmark by 
the U.S. Department of the Interior. These historic sites 
have attracted the movie industry for the filming of such 
movies as Steel Magnolias (1989), The Horse Soldiers 
(1959), and The Man In The Moon (1992). The town is 
also home to Louisiana’s Northwestern University.

In Natchitoches, I overnighted at the historic Judge 
Porter Bed & Breakfast built in 1912 by Judge Thomas 
Fitzgerald Porter and his wife Wilhelmina. The Inn 
is full of amenities, including  a television above the 
Jacuzzi tub. After dinner, I decided to soak in the Jacuzzi 
and watch Orange County Choppers on the overhead 
television. As I sipped on the complimentary wine in 
the room, I wondered if Judge Porter had a television 
over his Jacuzzi when he lived here, and if he preferred 
red or white wine while soaking in the Jacuzzi, perhaps 
with Wilhelmina.  

The next day, I loaded my bike and headed west 
from Natchitoches on Highway 6 toward Texas. The 
early settlers probably had little more than the clothes 
on their back, crudely sewn shoes, salted meat, flour, 
and canteens of brackish water. The trail must have 
been miserable for them. It was a little more than a 
muddy, roughly hewn path with mosquitoes, snakes, and 
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 Dogs dig puddles. This o   ne’s in Bastrop right off ECR  The colorful members of the Jacksonville Red Hat Society. 
Can you spot the imposter?

 Gil Y’barbo founded Nacogdoches at the 
crossroads of El Camino Real and El Calle del 
Norte. Was it not fashion risk to wear a frilly 
shirt with spurs?

Three centuries past, in an ageless era

hostile Indians along the way. In contrast, I was an 
interloper riding along a smooth roadway on a 750-
pound motorcycle with a cell phone in my pocket 
and laptop computer in my saddlebag. 

It is not far to Toledo Bend Lake, which would 
have been the Sabine River to the early explorers 
and settlers. They would have crossed the river at 
Pendleton’s crossing, which is close to the modern day 
bridge. Once across the river and into Texas, the settlers 
would have come across the Gaines-Oliphant House, 
the oldest standing log structure in Texas, which served 
as a store for travelers coming to Texas. 

SAN AUGUSTINE

The ride through East Texas on Highway 21 is 
a sensual feast of natural beauty. This is my 

part of the state, where I grew up and where I live. 
Yet, I never cease to be awed by it, particularly in 
the early days of fall as the trees slowly give up their 
leaves and turn to flame.

Traveling west, I arrived in San Augustine, which 
is now, as it was for the early settlers, the first significant 
town after leaving Natchitoches. San Augustine is 
very old; it is the oldest settlement in Texas, although 
neighboring Nacogdoches hotly disputes that. 

The first European explorers probably came 
sometime in the 1540s. In 1691, the Spaniards 
starting cutting a path for the El Camino Real.  
A mission was established in 1717 near a village 
inhabited by the Ais Indians near the Aysih 
Bayou. The Ais Indians had a peculiar custom of 
weeping and wailing when they greeted strangers. 
Unfortunately, this same custom was followed when 
they were preparing to kill an enemy. One can only 
imagine the apprehension and terror felt by strangers 
in either circumstance.

I spent the night in San Augustine, which gave 

me an opportunity to explore the more than 50 State 
historical landmarks throughout the town. Davy 
Crockett and Sam Houston danced in the 
ballrooms of this old town. Davy Crockett 
wrote his last letter to his family while he 
was in San Augustine only two months 
before his death at the Alamo. In his 
letter, Crockett refers to Texas as 
“the garden spot of the world.” 
Sam Houston conducted 
business in San Augustine and 
even built a house in town. 
There he was appointed General 
and Commander-In-Chief of the 
Texas Armies that he would lead in 
defeating Santa Anna and the Mexican 
army at San Jacinto, thus securing Texas’s 
independence.

NACOGDOCHES

Spanish missions dot the length of 
El Camino Real.  Missions were a 

frontier institution that sought to incorporate 
indigenous people into the Spanish colonial 
empire, its Catholic religion, and certain 
aspects of its Hispanic culture, through the 
tutelage of missionaries under the protection 
and control of Spain. Unfortunately, little 
remains of most of the earliest missions along El 
Camino Real.

Nacogdoches, named for an Indian settlement 
in the region, was established in 1716 when Spain 
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established a mission there, Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe 
de los Nacogdoches. The settlement received its designation 
as a pueblo, or town, in 1779 thereby making Nacogdoches 
the oldest “town” in Texas, a fact they proudly proclaim.  

There is a lot of history in Nacogdoches and it’s 
worth spending some time there to explore the old 
buildings, downtown square, and other historical sites. 
Of particular interest is the Old Stone Fort on the campus 
of Stephen F. Austin State University. The fort was built 
as a mercantile house and was used as a frequent seat of 
civil government in early Nacogdoches. 

I stopped by the old downtown Fredonia Hotel for 
lunch. While I was eating, a local chapter of the Red 
Hat Society entered the restaurant for their monthly 
meeting. These women have a lot of fun and to be a 
member, you must be over age 50 and be female. I 
qualify under the first criteria but not the second. What 
a disappointment—I think I would look dashing in one 
of those red hats. 

ALTO

Indian tribes populated East Texas for about 
12,000 years. Not too far west of Nacogdoches 

is the small town of Alto, which is home to three large 
earthen ceremonial mounds made by the Caddo Indians 
sometime around 800 A.D. There’s a visitors’ center and 
museum at the site and you can walk to the mounds 
and even walk to the top of them. However, these are 

not Inca pyramids. The tallest mound is only about 20 
feet high. About 100 yards behind the mounds, is a 
portion of the original Camino Real. I walked through 
a pasture and climbed over a fence to get to it, but it 
was worth it. I stood on the same ground the Spanish 
Conquistadors traveled when entering the land they 
called “New Spain.”

NECHES, I MEAN WECHES

Continuing west on Highway 21 brings you to the 
small town of Weches founded around 1847 near 

the site of a large village of Tejas Indians and the San 
Francisco de los Tejas Mission; built in 1690, it was the first 
Spanish mission in East Texas. The settlement was named 
Neches after the nearby river. However, in 1887 when 
citizens applied for a new post office, they discovered 
that the name Neches had already been designated for 
another town. Undeterred, the postmaster made a quick 
stroke of the pen adding a line to the first letter “N” and 
voilà, Neches became Weches

“A thing of beauty of beauty is a joy forever.”—The 
same is true for Highway 21. The road is one of the most 
scenic and pleasant highways in the state with minimal 
traffic, well maintained, and a rich landscape painted in 
all shades of green imaginable. In the spring, the road is 
awash in wildflowers. Since Highway 21 follows pretty 
much the original Real, it is curvy enough to satisfy 
motorcyclists who like to lean their bikes.

 Dime Box, 
Texas named 
literally for 
a box where 
residents 
inserted 
dimes

born of fire and smoke, a Christian cross

BILL KEESE
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CROCKETT

The town of Crockett is named for Davy Crockett 
who camped by a nearby spring on his ill-fated 

journey to the Alamo in 1836. The town has many 
old homes along Highway 21 that transport you to the 
Victorian age as you ride by. There is a visitors’ center and 
museum located in a railroad depot dating from 1909.

DETOUR ON THE ORIGINAL OSR 

One of the most interesting portions of the trip 
comes about halfway between Natchitoches and 

San Antonio; here El Camino Real departs from Highway 
21 onto the only state highway that does not have a 
number. Signposts call it OSR, which stands for “Old 
Spanish Road.” While Highway 21 closely approximates 
the path of the original El Camino Real, the OSR is the 
exact route, following the contours of the terrain and 
passing creeks and watering holes the early travelers would 
have used. It is a meandering 67-miles that cuts through 
sprawling farmland, and cattle ranches. While the posted 
speed limit is 70, there is no need to hurry. Take your time 
and marvel at the fact that you are riding on the exact road 
that Stephen F. Austin and Davy Crockett once traveled.

DIME BOX

I love towns with unusual names, and few towns have 
name as unusual as Dime Box. The community is 

about three miles south of Highway 21. The town was 

created sometime around 1870 when Joseph S. Brown 
built a sawmill. Soon afterwards, immigrants of various 
nationalities began settling around the mill for work. 
Eventually, the community became known as “Brown’s 
Mill.”  Since a government post office did not open until 
1877, settlers deposited outgoing mail and a dime in a 
small box inside Brown’s office for a weekly delivery to 
nearby Giddings. Unfortunately, postal authorities had 
difficulty differentiating Brown’s Mill from Brownsville, 
so residents had to come up with another name for their 
town. I wonder who had the inspiration to name the town 
Dime Box? It is fortunate that the name was selected because 
in 1944, Senator Lyndon B. Johnson talked President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt into launching his March of Dimes 
drive from Dime Box. Other than a small museum, there 
is not much to see in Dime Box other than to say that you 
have actually been there. It appears that most of Dime Box’s 
charm lies in its past.  Alas, poor Dime Box—more is written 
of what you were than of what you are. 

BASTROP

West of Dime Box on El Camino Real is the 
community of Bastrop, recently named “Most 

Historic Small Town in Texas” because of the large 
number of buildings listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. The town is full of historical markers, and 
the city is not only mindful of its history, it is downright 
reverential about it. Chestnut Street through the historic 

 Bill tools 
along historic 
Main Street  
in Bastrop

born of fire and smoke, a Christian cross

VALERIE ASENSIO
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“New Map of 
Texas” source: 

The  Center 
for American 
History, The 

University 
of Texas at 

Austin

My trip was 
timely. 

Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison  of Texas, 
after a three-year effort, led a successful bill through Congress 
making the El Camino Real de las Tejas a designated National 
Historical Trail.

What is the history of this “National Historic Trail”? The 
Camino Real, or King’s Highway, was also known as the Old 
San Antonio Road and the San Antonio-Nacogdoches Road. 
The road was the result of three expeditions. In 1690, Alonso 
De León led his fourth expedition into Texas, this time with the 
objective to establish San Francisco de los Tejas Mission in 
East Texas (in the future Houston County). In 1691, Domingo 
Terán de los Ríos, fi rst provincial governor of Texas, crossed 
the Rio Grande taking additional missionaries to the East 
Texas missions. In Spanish Texas, the Old San Antonio Road 
was a major artery for travel into Texas. It served as a lifeline 
for the missions by enabling the transport of freight supplies 
and military protection, and it facilitated trade. The road also 
enabled immigration of Anglo-American colonists from the 
east into the interior of Texas.

The Old San Antonio Road was a network of trails, 
with different routes used at different times. Feeder roads 
branched off the main course. Considerable portions of the 
route existed long before the Spanish arrived, dating back to 
the Indian Confederacy as evidenced by Indian mounds and 
ancient maps that show its winding across Texas where Indian 
villages formerly lay. After Texas independence, the road 
fell into disuse as the greater emphasis was on north-south 
routes. Courses shifted to accommodate the growth of new 

settlements and 
new markets, and 
to provide access 
to coastal trade. 
During the Civil 
War, the road 
served as a 
signifi cant 
r o u t e  f o r 
transportation 
o f  c o t t o n 
from eastern 
Te x a s  t o 

San Antonio to Laredo 
and into Mexico. After the war, large 

segments of the route were abandoned in favor of newer, 
shorter roads that linked the growing urban centers of the 
state. 

In 1915, the Texas legislature appropriated $5,000 to 
survey and mark the route. The Daughters of the American 
Revolution and other patriotic organizations sponsored 
and endorsed the project, and professional surveyor V. N. 
Zivley was commissioned to make the study. In attempting 
to determine the route, Zivley examined river crossings and 
other topographic features, Spanish land grants, and laws 
of the Republic of Texas. In 1929, the Texas legislature 
designated the Zivley version of the Old San Antonio Road 
one of the historic trails of Texas. The legislature also directed 
the highway department to preserve and maintain the road 
along the route. Save for some temporary deviations and 
a few locations impractical for a road, most of the distance 
from the Sabine to San Antonio had been opened and paved 
by 1949. Much of this route is still in use as State Highway 
21. After a 1991 Texas highway department study, the state 
adopted a comprehensive preservation plan, which called 
for continued efforts to study the road, to preserve existing 
artifacts, and to develop educational and tourist materials 
to publicize the road’s history. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: “OLD SAN ANTONIO ROAD.” The Handbook of Texas 
Online. <http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/view/
OO/exo4.html> [Accessed Sun Oct 24 13:29:09 US/Central 2004 ].  
A. Joachim McGraw, John W. Clark, Jr., and Elizabeth A. Robbins, eds., A 
Texas Legacy: The Old San Antonio Road and the Caminos Reales (Austin: 
Texas State Department of Highways and Public Transportation, 1991). 
Robert S. Weddle, San Juan Bautista: Gateway to Spanish Texas (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1968). V. N. Zivley, Field Notes and Detail Map 
of the King’s Highway (MS, Texas State Archives, Austin). 

El Camino Real: Traveling into the heart of Texas & Beyond 

Area enlarged to show detail
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downtown district, has a marker on top of each street 
sign that reads, “El Camino Real.”

Bastrop is one of the oldest settlements in Texas, 
with the first settlers arriving in 1829 as part of Stephen 
F. Austin’s “Little Colony.” The town is named for Baron 
Felipe Enrique Neri de Bastrop who has a mysterious early 
history. Bastrop claimed to have been born in Holland of 
noble birth, hence the title ‘Baron’. Evidently, everyone 
believed him including Stephen F. Austin and his father 
Moses. However, historians today say the baron was 
an imposter and an embezzler who was born in Dutch 
Guiana under a different name. It’s likley he came to Texas to 
elude arrest and prosecution in Holland. The history of Texas 
and the United States might have been far different had this 
energetic and physically imposing man not settled here. 

A mile east of town is the 3,504-acre Bastrop State 
Park. The park contains the famous “Lost Pines,” an 
isolated timbered region of loblolly pines that are found 
in East Texas, but not typically in this part of the state. 
The park has winding roads throughout, which are 
perfect for motorcycling. Take advantage of them.

Continuing southwest on Highway 21, I arrived in 
San Marcos. It is a lovely town with a neat downtown 
square that surrounds an imposing Greek revival 
courthouse. San Marcos was the site of several Spanish 
attempts at colonization before becoming a permanent 
Anglo-American settlement in the 1840s. 

The San Marcus River with its clear water flows 
through town. Just as you enter town on Highway 21, 
there’s a pavilion and a park with a walking trail along 
the bank of the river providing a good opportunity to get 
off the bike and relax.  San Marcos is also home to Texas 
State University (formerly Southwest Texas University 
– being neither west nor particularly south, the name 
change seems appropriate) with its sprawling campus that 
blends in perfectly with the rest of the town.  

Up to this point, traveling El Camino Real from 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, to San Marcos is straightforward. 
The route follows State Highway 21 with a 67-mile side 
trip on the OSR. However, the route becomes a bit more 
difficult going south from San Marcos to New Braunfels and 
ultimately to San Antonio. From downtown San Marcos, 
I took Hopkins Road south to Hunter, Texas, when the 
road becomes Hunter Road. Hopkins and Hunter Roads 
run parallel to Interstate 35, but that is where the similarity 
ends. Since these roads are closer to the original Camino 
Real, they retain their nostalgic appeal as they pass by old 
churches, stores, and small communities.

GRUENE

Gruene is a town with special charm; it’s pronounced 
“green.” Pronounce it any other way, as I did, will 

quickly earn you the title ‘City Slicker’. Gruene is a 
historic little town four miles northeast of New Braunfels 

 Gruene 
Hall is a 
favorite 
stopping 
place for 
motorcyclists 
and others. 
It’s quaint and  
serves up cold 
drinks to tired 
travelers in a 
classic Texas 
atmosphere.

 The 
towering 
Loblolly pines 
in Bastrop 
State Park 
dwarf riders.

and a Spanish sword
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and is chock-full of antique and craft shops. The town is also 
home to Texas’s oldest dance hall, Gruene Hall. 

NEW BRAUNFELS

Hunter Road becomes FM 1102 until you enter 
New Braunfels, when it becomes Common Street. 

The town was founded on Good Friday, March 21, 1845, 
by German immigrants and is named for Braunfels on the 
Lahn River in Germany. The residents of New Braunfels are 
a gregarious lot. Texas Friendly is not just spoken here; it is 
a way of life. There are many attractions in New Braunfels.  
Located at the foot of the Texas Hill Country, New Braunfels 
is convenient to many recreational areas including Canyon 
Lake and the Guadalupe River.  However, there is plenty to 
do without ever leaving the heart of the city. 

Visitors can start their day shopping in the antique stores 
and craft shops in historic downtown New Braunfels;  discover 

the area’s unique German history in several local museums; 
enjoy great food ranging from traditional German cuisine to 
Tex-Mex;  or relax with a leisurely float down the spring-fed 
Comal River. 

Leaving New Braunfels and traveling south, I am now on 
the final leg of my journey on El Camino Real. Just like Davy 
Crockett, I have traveled this road from Natchitoches, Louisiana 
to San Antonio for my ultimate goal—The Alamo.  

From New Braunfels, I traveled south on West San 
Antonio Street until it connected with SR 337 Loop, which 
took me to the Interstate 35 access road. I stayed on the access 
road until it connected with FM 482, which I rode on until I 
came to Comal where I turned left onto the Old Nacogdoches 
Road. Before too long, the Old Nacogdoches Road becomes 
FM 2252. Confused? Don’t be. As long as you are heading 
south, all roads lead to San Antonio.

RESOURCES
A great site for Texas 
history is the website for 
the Texas State Historical 
Association at tsha.utexas.
edu

•

APPROXIMATE DISTANCE
TO RIDES’ START
To Natchitoches from
Austin.................302
Corpus Christi......443
Dallas.................240
El Paso................820
Houston.............220
Lubbock..............560
San Antonio..........417
Ty ler. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .155

RIDE PLANNER  El Camino Real | OSR

RIDING NOTES
A word of caution about 
Nacogdoches and this 
is true of many old East 
Texas towns. Many 
downtown streets are red 
brick that can be very 
slippery on wet days.
All rides and roads are 
taken at your own risk. 
Please obey all traffic 
regulations and wear the 
appropriate safety gear. 

•

•

•

REGION
PIney Woods/Prairies & 
Lakes/Hill Country
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RIDE LENGTH
Approximately 417 miles

Ride is in 
this area

flamed across the wild lands north of the Rio 
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BRACKEN

Before you get to San Antonio, there’s one more 
gem ahead. Just to the east of FM 2252 is the small 

community of Bracken. It was named for William Bracken, 
who acquired land in the area in 1849. I recommend arriving 
in Bracken around lunchtime so you can eat at the Bracken 
Country Store. Nobody has a first name when he walks enters 
the place. Everyone is simply called “Hon” by the wait staff. 
The only caveat about eating lunch here is that you better be 
hungry because the portions are substantial. The interior décor 
creates an elegant Texas ambiance with an eclectic collection of 
junk and old beer signs. If it’s good food and a quintessential 
Texas atmosphere you want, this is the place.

FM 2252 becomes the Nacogdoches Road just a few miles 
south of Bracken. I had prided myself on following as closely 
as possible the original El Camino Real, but as I entered the 
urban sprawl of San Antonio and began encountering the 
countless red lights on the Nacogdoches Road, I cried calf rope 
and opted for the Interstate to get to downtown. 

LAST STOP: SAN ANTONIO

Interstate 35 is a fast artery into downtown, and shortly 
after I exited and approached the Alamo Plaza, my 

anticipation was bubbling over. Suddenly, there it was—The 
Alamo! I am ashamed to admit that I am a 52-year old native 
Texan, and this was my very first time to see the Alamo. People 
had told me that I will be surprised at how small the Alamo 
is. However, even that did not prepare me for how small it 
really is. But as I approached its beautiful façade that reflected 
the bright Texas sun into my eyes, I was overwhelmed by its 
majesty. It is not the size of the Alamo that matters. It is what 
it represents. I could not imagine a more fitting end to my trip 
than standing at the threshold of this somber shrine. However, 
unlike the brave souls whose journey ended here in 1836, 
my journey would continue tomorrow as I head home. I was 
thankful for the sacrifice those early Texans made here. 

For me to assert that the Camino Real is the best road to 
travel in Texas would only trivialize it. What really matters is 
that it is the oldest and most historic road in Texas and that fact 
alone makes it a worthwhile trip. Its significance to our state 
is undeniable. It changed the course of history and traveling it 
today, especially on a motorcycle, is an opportunity to follow 
the footsteps of the early explorers. 

The Camino Real is a road from dream to reality. The 
dreams of a better world and better opportunities that the early 
pioneers had is our reality today. Enjoy the ride, and be sure 
to utter an occasional work of thanks as you glide through the 
verdant landscape beneath the big Texas sky. 

Davy Crockett described of Texas as being “the 
garden spot of the world.” Perhaps that was an 
overstatement, but I think he was pretty darn 
close.  RTM

flamed across the wild lands north of the Rio 

My stay in Natchitoches didn’t go without drama. 
After a late dinner, I mounted my motorcycle 
to ride back to the Judge Porter House but for 

some inexplicable reason, I chose not to wear my helmet, 
which is most unusual for me. I made it a few blocks when 
a Natchitoches police patrol car flashed me to pull over. 
The officer got out of his vehicle and in an aggressive tone 
of voice asked me why I was not wearing a helmet. It was 
then I remembered that Louisiana has recently reinstated 
its helmet law. I started to explain that I always wear 
a helmet and that it was in my trunk pack. He abruptly 
challenged my assertion by saying that I was lying to him 
and that this would make things a lot more difficult for me. 
Lying to him? My heart sank and I was overcome with a 
sense of impending doom. I knew I should have shaved 
that morning, and that glass of wine I had with dinner was 
probably not such a good idea either.

The officer continued the interrogation and asked why 
I was in town. I replied that I was visiting  to do an article 
for a motorcycle magazine. His transformation from an 
abrupt authoritarian figure into a Wal-Mart greeter was 
nothing short of astonishing. He complimented my Harley-
Davidson Road King and invited me to come to the police 
station with him to look at their fleet of two bikes. I got into 
his patrol car still apprehensive that this might be a ploy to 
get me to the station to lock me up. As I fumbled to fasten 
my seat belt, the officer told me not to worry about it. In 
addition to getting busted for not wearing a helmet, was 
I also going to get busted for not wearing a seat belt? My 
stay in Natchitoches could be a long one. 

When we pulled into the station, sure enough, there 
were the two white Natchitoches police motorcycles sitting 
by the back door. “Do you think you can start ‘em?” he 
asked. Even though these bikes had not been started in 
quite a while, I was able to crank both of them. The 
officer gave me a tour of the police station followed 
by an twilight tour of the town in his patrol car, he 
dropped me back at my motorcycle and 
wished me luck. A surprisingly happy 
end i ng  t o something that started 
so bad.

A Surprise Meeting 
with Louisiana’s Law 
Enforcement: Lid Laws ON
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NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA
Judge Porter House
321 Second Street  318.352.9206 or 
800.441.8343 
www.judgeporterhouse.com

When I walked through the front 
door of the Judge Porter House 
Bed & Breakfast for the first time, I 
told owner John Puckett that, as my 
mother would say, this was “just too 
much sugar for a dime.” Delightful 
treats and elegant treasures ensure 
a pleasant stay at this impressive 
home in the National Historic 
Landmark District of Natchitoches, 
Louisiana.  A Queen Anne influence 
in the wraparound two-story gallery 
blends with Greek revival architecture 
reflected in the colossal columns on 
massive brick pillars. High ceilings, 
heart pine floors and five fireplaces 
showcase exquisite mid 19th century 
antiques and European cut crystal 
chandeliers.  Two comfortable 
parlors provide books, newspapers, 
magazines, videos and complimentary 
refreshments. Breakfast is always a 
scrumptious treat! Each morning, a 
multi-course breakfast by candlelight 
is served in the formal dining 
room. Each room is stocked with 
complimentary beverages and snacks. 
Some rooms even have a two person 
Jacuzzi with an overhead television. Each 
room also has a lightening fast DSL 
Internet access. Rates start at $105.

SAN AUGUSTINE
The Columns
703 South Liberty Street 
936.275.3031 www.thecolumns.
sanaugustinetx.com

This turn of the century house was 
constructed for J. Mathew Cartwright 
and his wife Emie by a shipbuilder. 
The home remained in the Cartwright 
family until it was purchased by Earl 
E. Chumley, Jr. and his wife, Verna in 
2001. The seven-bedroom home has 
been furnished with antiques, some of 
which are original to the house. Each 
of the five bedrooms has a television, 
¾ bath, dresser, wardrobe, table 
with chairs, fireplace, ceiling fan, and 
custom decorations. The Chumleys 
have preserved the integrity of this 
historic home while adding some 
modern amenities. The Columns is 

situated on five acres and is nestled 
among towering hardwood trees. 
Earl’s mother runs the place and she 
is a gracious hostess who serves a 
fabulous breakfast. Rates start at $65. 

BASTROP
Pecan Street Bed & Breakfast
1010 Pecan Street   512.321.3315    
www.pecanstreetinn.com

The Pecan Street Inn Bed and 
Breakfast is an elegant turn-of-the-
century Victorian home. It is listed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places and is designated a City of 
Bastrop Landmark. Nestled under 
a grove of native pecan trees, 
the eclectically styled Carpenter 
Gothic/Queen Anne has been lovingly 
restored over the last 15 years by 
innkeepers Shawn and Bill Pletsch. 
The quiet location is at the gateway to 
Bastrop’s tree-canopied Silk Stocking 
Row lined with National Register 
antebellum, Victorian, and Prairie 
Style homes. It is only 1-1/2 blocks 
to historic downtown and two blocks 
to the Colorado River and Riverwalk 
hike and bike trail. Restaurants, 
antique emporiums (including the 
oldest drugstore in Texas, complete 
with Ice Cream Shoppe), and upscale 
boutiques are all within an easy walk. 
Beautifully appointed with tasteful 
American antiques, Pecan Street Inn 
Bed and Breakfast features romantic 
fireplaces, elaborate millwork, long 
leaf heart of pine floors, pocket doors, 
and restored lighting. 12’ ceilings, 
fans, old wavy glass windows with 
transoms indicative of the Victorian 
period are found throughout the Inn. 
This is a great place to stay and the 
wood craftsmanship with which the 
home was built is unrivaled. Rates 
start at $79.

NEW BRAUNFELS
Prince Solms Inn
295 East San Antonio Street  
830.625.9169  800.625.9169 www.
princesolmsinn.com

The Prince Solms Inn Bed & Breakfast 
is one of Texas’ most famous 
landmarks and has been in continuous 
operation since it was built by German 
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craftsmen in 1898. Originally named 
the Comal Hotel by the Eggeling family 
who built and operated it for more 
than 50 years, the Prince Solms Inn 
is located one block east of the Town 
Plaza and is the oldest operational 
hotel in New Braunfels. The Inn 
features two luxury suites on the first 
floor and eight guest rooms on the 
second floor, all with private baths. 
Breakfast is served at 9:00 a.m. in 
the dining room or if the weather is 
nice, the outside courtyard. They will 
even bring breakfast to your room, 
but you would miss eating with the 
other guests at the Inn, something I 
particularly enjoy. The Inn has a piano 
bar in the cellar and a complete spa 
off the back courtyard. Innkeepers 
Allyson and Doug Huston go out of 
their way to make each guest feel 
welcome and help in any way possible. 
The Inn has a beautiful exterior and 
the interior is richly appointed with 
furnishings and decorations. A woman 
wearing a wedding dress supposedly 
haunts the Inn. I did not see her, but 

that doesn’t mean she isn’t there.  
Rates start at $125.

SAN ANTONIO
The Menger Hotel
204 Alamo Plaza   210.223.4361   
www.historicmenger.com

The Menger Hotel was constructed 
in 1859 under the direction of owner 
William A. Menger and architect John 
Fries. This hotel in one of the flashiest 
places to stay, and perhaps has the 
best location, right next to the Alamo. 
Many famous people have stayed 
here including Theodore Roosevelt, 
Sidney Lanier, Babe Ruth, Mae West, 
Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant, and 
Sarah Bernhardt. Teddy Roosevelt 
supposedly recruited his Rough Riders 
while he hung out in the hotel bar. 
Each room has a high-speed Internet 
connection. Rates are a lot less than 
they could be and start at $119.
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NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA
Pioneer Pub & Restaurant
812 Washington St.   318.352.4884

On any weekend, you will see 
motorcycles parked in front of the 
Pioneer Pub & Restaurant. The pub is 
located in the original Pioneer Land 
Office and Bank Building that was 
built around 1830.  The well-worn 
wood floor and walls give the place a 
warm and friendly feeling. The owner 
is a motorcycle enthusiast and he 
welcomes visitors and customers 
personally. The menu has a wide 
assortment of burgers, sandwiches, 
entrees and appetizers to satisfy just 
about anybody’s tastes. They also have 
over 20 draft beers on tap. 

NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA
The Landing Restaurant
530 Front Street  318.352.1579

The restaurant is owned and operated 
by Kent Gresham, son of the famed 
outdoorsman and writer, Grits 
Gresham. In fact, the walls are covered 
with Grits’ memorabilia, including 
a photograph of him standing with 
John Wayne during the filming of The 
Horse Soldiers in Natchitoches. The 
restaurant is a Natchitoches tradition 
and if you ask anyone who has visited 
Natchitoches, odds are that they ate 
at The Landing during their visit. The 
restaurant serves many dishes that 
Louisiana is famous for including fresh 
fish, shrimp, oysters, crawfish, and 
many other items. The Landing also 
features an “all-you-can-eat” Sunday 
Champagne Brunch Buffet. The elegant 
dining hall and polished wooden bar 
create a wonderful environment for 
lunch and dinner enjoyment.  But don’t 
worry, The Landing has selections for 
any budget.

CROCKETT
The Moosehead Café
412 East Houston Ave. 936.544.5278

If you are in Crockett around lunchtime 
and want a quick lunch at a reasonable 
price, The Moosehead Café is the 
place. It was formerly a hardware store 
and you can walk to the back of the 

restaurant and find a lot of the old 
hardware merchandise and antiques 
still for sale. The place has a genuine 
East Texas, small town flavor. The wait 
staff is friendly and the food is pretty 
darn good. And if you’re wondering 
where the name of the restaurant 
came from, just look at the enormous 
moosehead wearing a cap over the 
cash register that was there when the 
place was a hardware store, except 
without the cap. 

CALDWELL
Surrey Inn Restaurant 
403 East Highway 21   409.567.7235

The Surrey Inn Restaurant is part of 
the Surrey Inn Motel, which like the 
restaurant, is clean and affordable. 
The restaurant serves breakfast, lunch 
and dinner, all served on a buffet or, 
if you prefer, you can order from the 
menu. The cuisine is strictly American 
and you can expect the average 
entrée to cost under $8. 

BASTROP
Bahia Abrigada
912 Main St.   512.308.9600 

This is a great place for lunch or 
dinner. I was fortunate to be in Bastrop 
on a Sunday so I was able to enjoy 
the restaurant’s sumptuous Sunday 
buffet. Their menu has both formal 
and casual dishes, all at reasonable 
prices. The restaurant frequently has 
live music and this combined with 
the convivial environment makes the 
dining experience very enjoyable.   

NEW BRAUNFELS
Huisache Grill
303 W. San Antonio St.   
830.620.9001  www.huisache.com

The Huisache Grill (pronounced 
wee-sach) is named for a Huisache 
tree that grows by the front door of 
this lovely restaurant. Huisache is a 
native tree with yellow spring blooms 
that many consider a sign that winter 
is over. The restaurant prides itself 
on offering fresh, simply prepared 
cuisine in a comfortable, casual 
setting, coupled with a dash of small 
town charm and an attentive staff. In 
addition to providing excellent dining, 
the restaurant also showcases music 
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and the arts. Works by local and 
regional artists are displayed on the 
walls and are available for purchase. 
The restaurant also features a variety 
of live soft jazz on weekends. The 
menu is extensive and the prices are 
reasonable.

 
SAN ANTONIO
El Mirador Restaurant
722 S. St. Mary’s  210.225.9444   

The colorful El Mirador -- complete 
with bar, outdoor patio and private 
rooms -- is open for the dinner hour 
and serves a multitude of delicious 
dishes to downtowners, tourists and 
die-hard patrons. People flock here 
to enjoy everything from the seafood 
enchiladas with cotija cheese to the 
veal chop with Mexican peppers. Try 
the fruit tacos, grilled goat, lobster 
and crabmeat nachos or wild boar. 
It’s true -- a Southwestern influence 
does sneak in, but there’s something 

inherently traditional about coming 
here. The famed sopa Azteca 
has been a favorite from the very 
beginning, as well as the Xochitl and 
Tarasca soups.

SAN ANTONIO
The Republic of Texas Restaurant
526 River Walk 78205   
210.226.6256 

The Republic of Texas on the River 
Walk is a great place to eat if, for no 
other reason, it does not pretend to 
offer anything more than a decent 
meal at a decent price served under 
canopies of Texas flags. There are a 
number great food choices but you 
should definitely order a bowl of their 
tortilla soup served with smatterings 
of fresh tomato, crispy tortilla chips, 
and melted cheese. You can eat 
indoors or on the patio where you can 
watch the river and the people. 3
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NATCHITOCHES, LOUISIANA
Downtown Historical District
The French established Natchitoches 
in 1714 making it the oldest 
permanent settlement in the Louisiana 
Purchase territory.  The 33-block 
downtown district features more than 
fifty historical homes and buildings, 
outstanding Louisiana dining, and 
good shopping. Guided streetcar 
tours and walking guide-maps are 
available at the downtown Visitor’s 
Center on Front Street. 

Plantation Tour
This 35-mile long river landscape is 
one of the most beautiful stretches 
of plantation country in the South. 
Established by Congress in 1994, 
it includes numerous historically 
significant Plantations including 
the Cane River Creole National 
Park. Information is available at the 
downtown Visitors’ Center on Front 
Street.

Louisiana State Museum
Corner of Second & Church Streets 
318.357.2270 
Completed in 1896, the Old 
Courthouse originally housed several 
Natchitoches Parish offices. The 
museum has many fine exhibits about 
Natchitoches’ history and cultural 
heritage.

SAN AUGUSTINE
Christ Episcopal Church
One block south of Highway 21 on 
Ayish Street
Christ Church Episcopal of San 
Augustine was organized in 1848 
primarily under the leadership and 
efforts of Frances Cox Henderson, 
wife of Texas’s first governor, James 
Pickney Henderson. The church is a 
beautiful white frame structure with 
an impressive Gothic bell tower and 
cross-topped steeple. It is one of the 
most photographed churches in Texas 
and a favorite of artists. Inside the 
sanctuary are original rails, hand-hewn 
pews, and pulpit furniture.

Mission Dolores Visitor Center
936.468.2408
San Augustine’s history predates the 

revolution. As early as the 1540s, 
European visitors were getting lost 
in the pines around San Augustine. 
In 1691, the El Camino Real was 
cut by Domingo Teran de los Rios. 
The Mission Nuestra Senora de los 
Dolores de los Ais was established 
in 1717, and it has been restored 
and is one of San Augustine’s major 
attractions today. 

NACOGDOCHES
Sterne-Hoya Museum
211 S. Lanana St. 936.560.5426
This home was built in 1828 and was 
once the home of an early alcalde 
(mayor) of Nacogdoches. Sam 
Houston also made his home here 
and was baptized into the Catholic 
Church in the front parlor of the house 
(Spanish law required all immigrants 
coming to Texas to convert to 
Catholicism). 

Oak Grove Cemetery
Located on N. Lanana St.
Four signers of the Texas Declaration 
of Independence are buried here, 
including Thomas J. Rusk.

Old University Building
515 N. Mound 936.569.7292
Built in 1845, it is the only original 
building of a university charted by the 
Republic of Texas still standing. 

Stone Fort Museum
On the Stephen F. Austin State 
University Campus 936.468.2408
This is a 1936 replica of Antonio 
Gil Y’Barbo’s stone house. The 
museum interprets East Texas and 
Nacogdoches history.

ALTO
Caddoan Mounds State Historical Park
On Highway 21 West of Alto 
936.858.3218
Around 800 A.D., the early Caddoan 
Indians selected this site above 
the Neches River for a village and 
ceremonial center. The park includes a 
museum with interpretive exhibits and 
an audio-visual program.

WECHES
Mission Tejas Historical Park
On Highway 21 West of Weches 
936.687.2394
Built in 1934 by the Civilian 
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Conservation Corps (CCC) as a 
commemorative representation of 
Mission San Francisco de los Tejas 
(1690), the first Spanish mission in 
the province of Texas. Also in the 
park is the restored Rice Family Log 
Home, built in 1828 and restored 
in 1974. The home, which Joseph 
Redmund Rice, Sr. constructed 
between 1828 and 1838, is one of 
the oldest structures in the area and it 
served as a stopover for immigrants, 
adventurers traveling the El Camino 
Real across pioneer Texas.

CROCKETT
The Monroe-Crook House
709 East Houston Street  
409.544.2359
The Monroe-Crook House was built 
in 1854 and is one of the finest 
early Greek Revival Houses in Texas. 
The building is a registered National 
Historical Landmark and is a Texas 
Historical Medallion home.

The Downes Aldrich House
206 North 7th Street 409.544.2359
This house was built in 1893 and is 
an outstanding example of Eastlake 
and Victorian and Queen Anne 
architecture. The house has an official 
Texas historical medallion and is listed 
in the National Registry.

Houston County Visitors’ Center
309 South 1st Street 936.544.2359
The visitors’ center is housed in 
Crockett’s former railroad depot built 
in 1909. The Center offers a wealth 
of exhibits and relics dealing with 
Houston County’s history and the 
operation of an old-time depot. 

“Davy Crockett Slept Here”
Intersection of Highways 12 and 7 
Davy Crockett camped by a spring 
near the present-day Crockett town 
square on his way to the Alamo in San 
Antonio. There is a natural spring at 
this location, marked by a historical 
plaque.

MIDWAY
State Highway OSR (Old Spanish Road)
Don’t miss the turn onto the 67-mile 
OSR. This state highway is built on the 
actual El Camino Real and is as close 
to following Davy Crockett’s footsteps 
are you’re going to get.

DIME BOX
The Dime Box Museum
Downtown Dime Box across from the 
grocery store 979.884.0182
Neat little museum with artifacts 
and historical items dating from the 
earliest days of Dime Box. Everything 
you ever wanted to know about Dime 
Box is in this museum. Open only 
on Friday and Saturday afternoons, 
but Mrs. Jean Davis who operates the 
museum will be happy to open it at 
other times if you call her ahead of time.

BASTROP
Bastrop County Historical Museum
702 Main Street 512.303.0057
The museum is located in the 
distinctive Cornelson-Fehr House, 
a Texas Historic Landmark and an 
1850 structure resting on the site 
of a much older Spanish fort. The 
museum has an interesting collection 
of manuscripts, pioneer relics, and 
Native American artifacts including 
silver spoons that are said to have 
been crafted from coins taken from 
Santa Anna at the Battle of San 
Jacinto.

Historical Downtown District
Just park the bike and walk around 
the downtown district that represents 
a unique blending of the old and new. 
Nestled on the banks of the Colorado 
River, the historic district offers 
a variety of shops and interesting 
architecture. There are some excellent 
restaurants downtown, too.

Bastrop State Park
One mile east of Bastrop on SH 21, 
also accessible from the east on SH 
71 512.321.2101
Famous for its “Lost Pines” forest.
Activities include: backpacking, 
camping, picnicking, canoeing, 
swimming (pool), golfing, wildlife 
viewing, hiking, fishing and scenic 
drives. Admission $3 per person.

SAN MARCOS
Aquarena Center
921 Aquarena Springs Drive 
512.245.7570  
Texas State University purchased 
Aquarena Springs in 1994, 
changing the focus of the former 
amusement park from entertainment 
to preservation and education. The 
90-acre acquisition has enabled TSU 
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GRUENE
Gruene Hall
Downtown Gruene  830.606.1281 
Greune Hall’s legacy is more than 
being the oldest, continually operating 
dance hall in Texas. The building 
houses a bar and a large dance hall 
where many famous musicians have 
performed including Lyle Lovett, 
George Straitt, Bo Diddley, Jerry 
Lee Lewis, Garth Brooks, and Willie 
Nelson. 

H. D. Gruene Building
Downtown Gruene 
The first mercantile store was built 
by H.D. Gruene in 1878 to serve the 
local cotton farmers and travelers who 
passed through the area. The stately 
red building is loaded with antiques 
of all kinds. If you like antiques, old 
buildings, and friendly folks, this is 
your place.

SAN ANTONIO
The Alamo
300 Alamo Plaza 
On the east side of Alamo Plaza is the 
most famous spot in Texas where 189 

to preserve the beautiful, ecologically 
fragile site for the state, while opening 
up classroom, laboratory and research 
possibilities for the university. Visitors 
can view and interact with a variety of 
educational exhibits. 

The Witliff Gallery Center
7th floor of the Albert B. Alkek 
Library on the campus of Texas State 
University
The Wittliff Gallery of Southwestern & 
Mexican Photography at Texas State 
University-San Marcos is a creative 
center and archives devoted to the 
photographic cultures of Mexico and 
the Southwestern United States. The 
Gallery’s mission is to bring together a 
comprehensive range of work from the 
region that represents the history of 
photography from the 19th century to 
the present day, with an emphasis on 
contemporary imagery.

Wonder World 
Wonder World Drive 877.492.4657
This is a mini theme park built around 
the country’s largest earthquake-
created cave and is the most visited 
cave in Texas. BI
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defenders fell on March 6, 1836, after 
repeated attacks by Mexican General 
Santa Anna’s army. Mission San 
Antonio de Valero (The Alamo) was 
established in 1718 as the city’s first 
mission. The chapel, one of the most 
photographed facades in the nation, 
and the Long Barracks are all that 
remain of the original fort.

Buckhorn Saloon & Museum
318 E. Houston  210.247.4000  
www.buckhornmuseum.com
The Buckhorn Saloon & Museum is a 
total hoot. Visitors can discover more 
than 120 years of history presented in 
a very eclectic manner. The museum 
has two stories of exotic collections 
including a unique horn collection, 
cowboy memorabilia, and fish from 
the Seven Seas. The saloon is huge 
and all of the animal heads that adorn 
the walls will awe you. 

Market Square - El Mercado
514 W. Commerce 210.207.8600
From early morning until late at night, 
Market Square is alive with activity. 
Visitors browse through the 32 shops 
at “El Mercado,” an area patterned 

after an authentic Mexican market. In 
addition, there are 80 specialty shops 
in Farmers Market Plaza. Market 
Square is also the scene of many 
Hispanic festivals where food and 
beverage booths spring up alongside 
the Guadalajara lamps and the strains 
of mariachi music blend with the 
excitement of Mexican dances. 

Mission Trails - San Antonio 
Missions National Historical Park
Park Headquarters: 2202 
Roosevelt Ave.  210.534.8833 or 
210.932.1001
The chain of missions established 
along the San Antonio River in the 
18th century are reminders of one 
of Spain’s most successful attempts 
to extend its New World dominion 
from Mexico. The park contains 
the historically and architecturally 
significant structures of missions 
Concepción, San José, San Juan and 
Espada. 

River Walk (Paseo Del Rio)
454 Soledad, River Ste. 2  
210.227.4262

Paseo Del Rio in the heart of 
downtown, is the pride of the city. 
Lush green foliage lines the banks 
of this peaceful, historic river. 
Cobblestone walkways lead visitors to 
the river-level restaurants and shops. 
River cruisers travel the River Walk’s 
three miles past unique retail shops, 
restaurants and nightclubs. 

Tower Of The Americas
600 HemisFair Park  210.207.8615 
The Tower, 750 ft. tall, offers a 
panoramic view of San Antonio and 
the surrounding area. Glass-walled 
elevators ascend over 500 feet to the 
restaurant and observation level. It 
was the theme structure for HemisFair 
in 1968, and symbolizes the progress 
made by the confluence of civilizations 
in the Western Hemisphere. 
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 Harley-Davidson® Flame Leather Jacket 
MSRP $355-$395, men’s sizes (women’s sizes also avail.)  
H-D devoted a lot of attention to even the smallest details 
when designing this jacket. The back of the jacket has 
beautifully embroidered flames with the words “Ride Free” 
on top in big bold letters. The sleeves are equally stunning 
with embroidered flames adorning nearly the full length of 
the sleeve. The jacket has zippered cuffs and quilted lining 
for comfort and warmth, side-tab buckles for custom fit, 
rolled collar that zips all the way up, and as if that were 
not enough, the jacket has three front pockets and two 
inside-zippered pockets.  

Even though this jacket makes a definite fashion 
statement and is suitable for street wear, make no 
mistake, this is definitely a leather motorcycle jacket 
made for hard use.  The jacket has a lot going for it, but 
what I like most about the jacket is that it is extremely 
comfortable to wear, both on and off the bike, and its 
quality construction keeps my body warm even on the 
coldest days.  While the Flame Leather Jacket is designed 
for serious motorcycle riding, it also offers the style and 
feel of a dress jacket that is a real bonus. 

 Harley-Davidson® Basic Skins Chaps
MSRP $175-$185, mMen’s sizes (women’s sizes also avail.) 
I was equally impressed with the chaps. However, the 

When the weather turns cold outside, 
there is simply nothing better to keep a 
motorcycle rider warm than leather and 

a good turtleneck shirt. I am a sissy when it comes to 
cold weather, so any product that can keep this 
skinny body of mine warm while I am riding is a 
product I want.

I had the opportunity to try out three 
products from the Harley-Davidson® 
Motorclothes® 2005 Core Collection – the 
Flame Leather Jacket, the Basic Skins 
Leather Chaps, and the Long-sleeved 
Technical Turtleneck.

I have seen enough marginal quality 
leather clothing from other manufacturers 
to keep my expectations low. Therefore, 
when I opened the box containing the 
Harley-Davidson® Motorclothes® jacket 
and chaps, it was a sensual experience. I 
suppose it is the combination of the look, 
the touch, and, of course, the smell of high 
quality leather that makes these items 
demand attention.
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name Basic Chaps is a misnomer because 
these chaps are anything but basic. While the 
chaps are not on the same premium level as the 
Flame Leather Jacket, they are, nonetheless, 
a perfect complement to wear with the jacket. 
The chaps are made of durable leather that has 
a deep, rich color. The chaps have an adjustable 
back lacing and Lycra® stretch panel on 
inside leg for a comfortable fi t and heavy-duty 
topstitching for years of wear and tear.

 Harley-Davidson® Technical Turtleneck 
MSRP $35 Unisex sizing
This shirt is near perfection. It comes in black 
and is a great piece for layering with an 88 
percent polyester and 12 percent rayon blend. 
The shirt wicks moisture away from the body 
giving added warmth and comfort. I wore the 
shirt under a cotton shirt without a jacket and 
was comfortable even on a chilly morning. The 
shirt has the stylish Harley-Davidson bar & shield 
logo with fl ame embroidery on 
the neck along with Harley-
Davidson embroidery above 
the right cuff. 




